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The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate

SH-331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein:

We are writing to request your support for legislation which would enable the
construction of permanent supportive housing at the Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) West Los Angeles Medical Center.

The construction of such housing is urgently needed to end homelessness among
veterans in Los Angeles County, which has the most homeless veterans of any local
jurisdiction in the nation. In January 2014, the County had 4,238 homeless veterans --
far more than the 1,645 homeless veterans in New York City, which ranked second.
The County also had 2,771 (15.5 percent) of the nation's 17,885 “unsheltered
homeless” veterans, who are defined as veterans who live in places not meant for
human habitation, such as streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

Under the VA's plan for addressing the needs of homeless veterans pursuant to the
Valentini v. McDonald settlement agreement reached in January 2015, the VA will utilize
a Housing First model at its West Los Angeles Medical Center. The County supports
the use of a Housing First model in which veterans are provided permanent supportive
housing, complemented by health, mental health, and other supportive services, at VA
health facilities, which should include its 387-acre West Los Angeles campus. In
California, this model first was successfully used at the VA’s Sepulveda Ambulatory
Care Center where 147 permanent supportive housing units for chronically homeless
veterans were developed under an enhanced-use lease in partnership with non-profit
organizations.

Enhanced-use leases (EULs) have been used at all VA facilities where permanent
supportive housing has been developed to date. However, Section 224 of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-161), which was enacted to
prohibit the VA from using EUL authority for commercial development on land at its
West Los Angeles Medical Center, also prohibits the VA from using such authority to
develop supportive housing there.
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This year, the VA has requested legislation to amend Section 224 to authorize it to enter
into enhanced-use leases at its West Los Angeles Medical Center for the purpose of
providing supportive housing.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors strongly urges your support for the
enactment of such legislation and the appropriation of funding to construct permanent
supportive housing and _transitional bridge housing on the VA's West Los Angeles
campus that the VA needs to meet its obligations under the Valentini v. McDonald
settlement agreement. The construction of such housing is critical to achieve the
national goal of ending homelessness among veterans —a goal that cannot be met
without seriously addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County.

We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that our nation’s veterans receive the
housing and supportive services that they need and deserve without any further delay.

Sincerely, )
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MICHAEL D. ANTONOVICH
Mayor of the Board

HILDA L. SOLIS MARK RIDLEY-THj)MAS
Supervisor, First District Supervjsor, Second District
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SHEILA KUEHL
Supervisor, Third District

Supérvisor, Fourth District
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The Honorable Barbara Boxer
United States Senate

SH-112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Boxer;

We are writing to request your support for legislation which would enable the
construction of permanent supportive housing at the Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) West Los Angeles Medical Center.

The construction of such housing is urgently needed to end homelessness among
veterans in Los Angeles County, which has the most homeless veterans of any local
jurisdiction in the nation. In January 2014, the County had 4,238 homeless veterans --
far more than the 1,645 homeless veterans in New York City, which ranked second.
The County also had 2,771 (15.5 percent) of the nation’s 17,885 “unsheltered
homeless” veterans, who are defined as veterans who live in places not meant for
human habitation, such as streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

Under the VA's plan for addressing the needs of homeless veterans pursuant to the
Valentini v. McDonald settlement agreement reached in January 2015, the VA will utilize
a Housing First model at its West Los Angeles Medical Center. The County supports
the use of a Housing First model in which veterans are provided permanent supportive
housing, complemented by health, mental health, and other supportive services, at VA
health facilities, which should include its 387-acre West Los Angeles campus. In
California, this model first was successfully used at the VA's Sepulveda Ambulatory
Care Center where 147 permanent supportive housing units for chronically homeless
veterans were developed under an enhanced-use lease in partnership with non-profit
organizations.

Enhanced-use leases (EULs) have been used at all VA facilities where permanent
supportive housing has been developed to date. However, Section 224 of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-161), which was enacted to
prohibit the VA from using EUL authority for commercial development on land at its
West Los Angeles Medical Center, also prohibits the VA from using such authority to
develop supportive housing there.



The Honorable Barbara Boxer
July 1, 2015
Page 2

This year, the VA has requested legislation to amend Section 224 to authorize it to enter
into enhanced-use leases at its West Los Angeles Medical Center for the purpose of
providing supportive housing.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors strongly urges your support for the
enactment of such leqislation and the appropriation of funding to construct permanent
supportive housing and _transitional bridge housing on the VA's West Los Angeles
campus that the VA needs to meet its obligations under the Valentini v. McDonald
settlement agreement. The construction of such housing is critical to achieve the
national goal of ending homelessness among veterans —a goal that cannot be met
without seriously addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County.

We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that our nation’s veterans receive the
housing and supportive services that they need and deserve without any further delay.

Sincerely,
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MICHAEL D. ANTONOVICH
Mayor of the Board
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The Honorable Karen Bass

U.S. House of Representatives
408 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Bass:

We are writing to request your support for legislation which would enable the
construction of permanent supportive housing at the Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) West Los Angeles Medical Center.

The construction of such housing is urgently needed to end homelessness among
veterans in Los Angeles County, which has the most homeless veterans of any local
jurisdiction in the nation. In January 2014, the County had 4,238 homeless veterans --
far more than the 1,645 homeless veterans in New York City, which ranked second.
The County also had 2,771 (15.5 percent) of the nation’'s 17,885 “unsheltered
homeless” veterans, who are defined as veterans who live in places not meant for
human habitation, such as streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

Under the VA's plan for addressing the needs of homeless veterans pursuant to the
Valentini v. McDonald settlement agreement reached in January 2015, the VA will utilize
a Housing First model at its West Los Angeles Medical Center. The County supports
the use of a Housing First model in which veterans are provided permanent supportive
housing, complemented by health, mental health, and other supportive services, at VA
health facilities, which should include its 387-acre West Los Angeles campus. In
California, this model first was successfully used at the VA's Sepulveda Ambulatory
Care Center where 147 permanent supportive housing units for chronically homeless
veterans were developed under an enhanced-use lease in partnership with non-profit
organizations.

Enhanced-use leases (EULs) have been used at all VA facilities where permanent
supportive housing has been developed to date. However, Section 224 of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-161), which was enacted to
prohibit the VA from using EUL authority for commercial development on land at its
West Los Angeles Medical Center, also prohibits the VA from using such authority to
develop supportive housing there.
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This year, the VA has requested legislation to amend Section 224 to authorize it to enter
into enhanced-use leases at its West Los Angeles Medical Center for the purpose of
providing supportive housing.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors strongly urges your support for the
enactment of such legislation and the appropriation of funding to construct permanent
supportive housing and transitional bridge housing on the VA’s West Los Angeles
campus that the VA needs to meet its obligations under the Valentini v. McDonald
settlement agreement. The construction of such housing is critical to achieve the
national goal of ending homelessness among veterans — a goal that cannot be met
without seriously addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County.

We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that our nation’s veterans receive the
housing and supportive services that they need and deserve without any further delay.

! \ Sincerely,
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Supervisor, Third District Supervisor, Fourth District
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The Honorable Xavier Becerra

U.S. House of Representatives

1226 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Becerra:

We are writing to request your support for legislation which would enable the
construction of permanent supportive housing at the Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) West Los Angeles Medical Center.

The construction of such housing is urgently needed to end homelessness among
veterans in Los Angeles County, which has the most homeless veterans of any local
jurisdiction in the nation. In January 2014, the County had 4,238 homeless veterans --
far more than the 1,645 homeless veterans in New York City, which ranked second.
The County also had 2,771 (15.5 percent) of the nation's 17,885 “unsheltered
homeless” veterans, who are defined as veterans who live in places not meant for
human habitation, such as streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

Under the VA’s plan for addressing the needs of homeless veterans pursuant to the
Valentini v. McDonald settlement agreement reached in January 2015, the VA will utilize
a Housing First model at its West Los Angeles Medical Center. The County supports
the use of a Housing First model in which veterans are provided permanent supportive
housing, complemented by health, mental health, and other supportive services, at VA
health facilities, which should include its 387-acre West Los Angeles campus. In
California, this model first was successfully used at the VA's Sepulveda Ambulatory
Care Center where 147 permanent supportive housing units for chronically homeless
veterans were developed under an enhanced-use lease in partnership with non-profit
organizations.

Enhanced-use leases (EULs) have been used at all VA facilities where permanent
supportive housing has been developed to date. However, Section 224 of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-161), which was enacted to
prohibit the VA from using EUL authority for commercial development on land at its
West Los Angeles Medical Center, also prohibits the VA from using such authority to
develop supportive housing there.
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This year, the VA has requested legislation to amend Section 224 to authorize it to enter
into enhanced-use leases at its West Los Angeles Medical Center for the purpose of
providing supportive housing.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors strongly urges your support for the
enactment of such legislation and the appropriation of funding to construct permanent
supportive _housing and transitional bridge housing on the VA's West Los Angeles
campus that the VA needs to meet its obligations under the Valentini v. McDonald
settlement agreement. The construction of such housing is critical to achieve the
national goal of ending homelessness among veterans — a goal that cannot be met
without seriously addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County.

We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that our nation's veterans receive the
housing and supportive services that they need and deserve without any further delay.

\ Sincerely,

MICHAEL D. ANTONOVICH
Mayor of the Board
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The Honorable Julia Brownley

U.S. House of Representatives

1019 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Brownley:

We are writing to request your support for legislation which would enable the
construction of permanent supportive housing at the Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) West Los Angeles Medical Center.

The construction of such housing is urgently needed to end homelessness among
veterans in Los Angeles County, which has the most homeless veterans of any local
jurisdiction in the nation. In January 2014, the County had 4,238 homeless veterans --
far more than the 1,645 homeless veterans in New York City, which ranked second.
The County also had 2,771 (15.5 percent) of the nation’'s 17,885 “unsheltered
homeless” veterans, who are defined as veterans who live in places not meant for
human habitation, such as streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

Under the VA’s plan for addressing the needs of homeless veterans pursuant to the
Valentini v. McDonald settlement agreement reached in January 2015, the VA will utilize
a Housing First model at its West Los Angeles Medical Center. The County supports
the use of a Housing First model in which veterans are provided permanent supportive
housing, complemented by health, mental health, and other supportive services, at VA
health facilities, which should include its 387-acre West Los Angeles campus. In
California, this model first was successfully used at the VA's Sepulveda Ambulatory
Care Center where 147 permanent supportive housing units for chronically homeless
veterans were developed under an enhanced-use lease in partnership with non-profit
organizations.

Enhanced-use leases (EULs) have been used at all VA facilities where permanent
supportive housing has been developed to date. However, Section 224 of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-161), which was enacted to
prohibit the VA from using EUL authority for commercial development on land at its
West Los Angeles Medical Center, also prohibits the VA from using such authority to
develop supportive housing there.
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This year, the VA has requested legislation to amend Section 224 to authorize it to enter
into enhanced-use leases at its West Los Angeles Medical Center for the purpose of
providing supportive housing.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors strongly urges your support for the
enactment of such legislation and the appropriation of funding to construct permanent
supportive housing and transitional bridge housing on the VA's West Los Angeles
campus that the VA needs to meet its obligations under the Valentini v. McDonald
settlement agreement. The construction of such housing is critical to achieve the
national goal of ending homelessness among veterans — a goal that cannot be met
without seriously addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County.

We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that our nation’s veterans receive the
housing and supportive services that they need and deserve without any further delay.

Sincerely,

YRV,
.||I i 1 r A & *\-&_

M
| L

MICHAEL D. ANTONOVICH
Mayor of the Board

HILDA L. SOLIS MARK RIDLEY-THOMAS
Supervisor, First District Supervisor, Second District
M@M :

SHEILA KUEHL N KNABE

Supervisor, Third District Supervisor, Fourth District
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The Honorable Tony Cardenas

U.S. House of Representatives

1510 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Cardenas:

We are writing to request your support for legislation which would enable the
construction of permanent supportive housing at the Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) West Los Angeles Medical Center.

The construction of such housing is urgently needed to end homelessness among
veterans in Los Angeles County, which has the most homeless veterans of any local
jurisdiction in the nation. In January 2014, the County had 4,238 homeless veterans --
far more than the 1,645 homeless veterans in New York City, which ranked second.
The County also had 2,771 (15.5 percent) of the nation’'s 17,885 “unsheltered
homeless” veterans, who are defined as veterans who live in places not meant for
human habitation, such as streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

Under the VA’s plan for addressing the needs of homeless veterans pursuant to the
Valentini v. McDonald settlement agreement reached in January 2015, the VA will utilize
a Housing First model at its West Los Angeles Medical Center. The County supports
the use of a Housing First model in which veterans are provided permanent supportive
housing, complemented by health, mental health, and other supportive services, at VA
health facilities, which should include its 387-acre West Los Angeles campus. In
California, this model first was successfully used at the VA's Sepulveda Ambulatory
Care Center where 147 permanent supportive housing units for chronically homeless
veterans were developed under an enhanced-use lease in partnership with non-profit
organizations.

Enhanced-use leases (EULs) have been used at all VA facilities where permanent
supportive housing has been developed to date. However, Section 224 of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-161), which was enacted to
prohibit the VA from using EUL authority for commercial development on land at its
West Los Angeles Medical Center, also prohibits the VA from using such authority to
develop supportive housing there.
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This year, the VA has requested legislation to amend Section 224 to authorize it to enter
into enhanced-use leases at its West Los Angeles Medical Center for the purpose of
providing supportive housing.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors strongly urges your support for the
enactment of such legislation and the appropriation of funding to construct permanent
supportive housing and transitional bridge housing on the VA’'s West Los Angeles
campus that the VA needs to meet its obligations under the Valentini v. McDonald
settlement agreement. The construction of such housing is critical to achieve the
national goal of ending homelessness among veterans — a goal that cannot be met
without seriously addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County.

We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that our nation’s veterans receive the
housing and supportive services that they need and deserve without any further delay.

Sincerely,
. \
J’. I‘\.., \ '\\ jr

MICHAEL D. ANTONOVICH
Mayor of the Board

HILDA L. SOLIS MARK RIDLE OMAS
Supervisor, First District Supervisor, Second District

EILA KUEHL
Supervisor, Third District
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The Honorable Judy Chu

U.S. House of Representatives
2423 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Chu:

We are writing to request your support for legislation which would enable the
construction of permanent supportive housing at the Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) West Los Angeles Medical Center.

The construction of such housing is urgently needed to end homelessness among
veterans in Los Angeles County, which has the most homeless veterans of any local
jurisdiction in the nation. In January 2014, the County had 4,238 homeless veterans --
far more than the 1,645 homeless veterans in New York City, which ranked second.
The County also had 2,771 (15.5 percent) of the nation's 17,885 “unsheltered
homeless” veterans, who are defined as veterans who live in places not meant for
human habitation, such as streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

Under the VA's plan for addressing the needs of homeless veterans pursuant to the
Valentini v. McDonald settlement agreement reached in January 2015, the VA will utilize
a Housing First model at its West Los Angeles Medical Center. The County supports
the use of a Housing First model in which veterans are provided permanent supportive
housing, complemented by health, mental health, and other supportive services, at VA
health facilities, which should include its 387-acre West Los Angeles campus. In
California, this model first was successfully used at the VA's Sepulveda Ambulatory
Care Center where 147 permanent supportive housing units for chronically homeless
veterans were developed under an enhanced-use lease in partnership with non-profit
organizations.

Enhanced-use leases (EULs) have been used at all VA facilities where permanent
supportive housing has been developed to date. However, Section 224 of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-161), which was enacted to
prohibit the VA from using EUL authority for commercial development on land at its
West Los Angeles Medical Center, also prohibits the VA from using such authority to
develop supportive housing there.
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This year, the VA has requested legislation to amend Section 224 to authorize it to enter
into enhanced-use leases at its West Los Angeles Medical Center for the purpose of
providing supportive housing.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors strongly urges your support for the
enactment of such legislation and the appropriation of funding to construct permanent
supportive housing and transitional bridge housing on the VA's West Los Angeles
campus that the VA needs to meet its obligations under the Valentini v. McDonald
settlement agreement. The construction of such housing is critical to achieve the
national goal of ending homelessness among veterans —a goal that cannot be met
without seriously addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County.

We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that our nation’s veterans receive the
housing and supportive services that they need and deserve without any further delay.

_Sincerely,
/] /
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MICHAEL D. ANTONOVICH
Mayor of the Board
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The Honorable Janice Hahn

U.S. House of Representatives
404 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Hahn:

We are writing to request your support for legislation which would enable the
construction of permanent supportive housing at the Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) West Los Angeles Medical Center.

The construction of such housing is urgently needed to end homelessness among
veterans in Los Angeles County, which has the most homeless veterans of any local
jurisdiction in the nation. In January 2014, the County had 4,238 homeless veterans --
far more than the 1,645 homeless veterans in New York City, which ranked second.
The County also had 2,771 (15.5 percent) of the nation’'s 17,885 “unsheltered
homeless” veterans, who are defined as veterans who live in places not meant for
human habitation, such as streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

Under the VA’s plan for addressing the needs of homeless veterans pursuant to the
Valentini v. McDonald settlement agreement reached in January 2015, the VA will utilize
a Housing First model at its West Los Angeles Medical Center. The County supports
the use of a Housing First model in which veterans are provided permanent supportive
housing, complemented by health, mental health, and other supportive services, at VA
health facilities, which should include its 387-acre West Los Angeles campus. In
California, this model first was successfully used at the VA's Sepulveda Ambulatory
Care Center where 147 permanent supportive housing units for chronically homeless
veterans were developed under an enhanced-use lease in partnership with non-profit
organizations.

Enhanced-use leases (EULs) have been used at all VA facilities where permanent
supportive housing has been developed to date. However, Section 224 of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-161), which was enacted to
prohibit the VA from using EUL authority for commercial development on land at its
West Los Angeles Medical Center, also prohibits the VA from using such authority to
develop supportive housing there.
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This year, the VA has requested legislation to amend Section 224 to authorize it to enter
into enhanced-use leases at its West Los Angeles Medical Center for the purpose of
providing supportive housing.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors strongly urges your support for the
enactment of such legislation and the appropriation of funding to construct permanent
supportive housing and_transitional bridge housing on the VA's West Los Angeles
campus that the VA needs to meet its obligations under the Valentini v. McDonald
settlement agreement. The construction of such housing is critical to achieve the
national goal of ending homelessness among veterans — a goal that cannot be met
without seriously addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County.

We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that our nation’s veterans receive the
housing and supportive services that they need and deserve without any further delay.

Sincerely,
Ve
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MIZHAEL D. ANTONOVICH

Mayor of the Board

HILDA L. SOLIS MARK RIDLEY-THOMAS
Supervisor, First District Supenryisor, Second District
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The Honorable Steve Knight

U.S. House of Representatives

1023 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Knight:

We are writing to request your support for legislation which would enable the
construction of permanent supportive housing at the Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) West Los Angeles Medical Center.

The construction of such housing is urgently needed to end homelessness among
veterans in Los Angeles County, which has the most homeless veterans of any local
jurisdiction in the nation. In January 2014, the County had 4,238 homeless veterans --
far more than the 1,645 homeless veterans in New York City, which ranked second.
The County also had 2,771 (15.5 percent) of the nation’s 17,885 “unsheltered
homeless” veterans, who are defined as veterans who live in places not meant for
human habitation, such as streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

Under the VA’s plan for addressing the needs of homeless veterans pursuant to the
Valentini v. McDonald settlement agreement reached in January 2015, the VA will utilize
a Housing First model at its West Los Angeles Medical Center. The County supports
the use of a Housing First model in which veterans are provided permanent supportive
housing, complemented by health, mental health, and other supportive services, at VA
health facilities, which should include its 387-acre West Los Angeles campus. In
California, this model first was successfully used at the VA's Sepulveda Ambulatory
Care Center where 147 permanent supportive housing units for chronically homeless
veterans were developed under an enhanced-use lease in partnership with non-profit
organizations.

Enhanced-use leases (EULs) have been used at all VA facilities where permanent
supportive housing has been developed to date. However, Section 224 of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-161), which was enacted to
prohibit the VA from using EUL authority for commercial development on land at its
West Los Angeles Medical Center, also prohibits the VA from using such authority to
develop supportive housing there.
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This year, the VA has requested legislation to amend Section 224 to authorize it to enter
into enhanced-use leases at its West Los Angeles Medical Center for the purpose of
providing supportive housing.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors strongly urges your support for the
enactment of such leqislation and the appropriation of funding to construct permanent
supportive housing and transitional bridge housing on the VA's West Los Angeles
campus that the VA needs to meet its obligations under the Valentini v. McDonald
settlement agreement. The construction of such housing is critical to achieve the
national goal of ending homelessness among veterans —a goal that cannot be met
without seriously addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County.

We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that our nation’s veterans receive the
housing and supportive services that they need and deserve without any further delay.

Sincerely,
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MICHAEL D. ANTONOVICH
Mayor of the Board
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The Honorable Ted Lieu

U.S. House of Representatives
415 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Lieu:

We are writing to request your support for legislation which would enable the
construction of permanent supportive housing at the Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) West Los Angeles Medical Center.

The construction of such housing is urgently needed to end homelessness among
veterans in Los Angeles County, which has the most homeless veterans of any local
jurisdiction in the nation. In January 2014, the County had 4,238 homeless veterans --
far more than the 1,645 homeless veterans in New York City, which ranked second.
The County also had 2,771 (15.5 percent) of the nation’s 17,885 “unsheltered
homeless” veterans, who are defined as veterans who live in places not meant for
human habitation, such as streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

Under the VA's plan for addressing the needs of homeless veterans pursuant to the
Valentini v. McDonald settlement agreement reached in January 2015, the VA will utilize
a Housing First model at its West Los Angeles Medical Center. The County supports
the use of a Housing First model in which veterans are provided permanent supportive
housing, complemented by health, mental health, and other supportive services, at VA
health facilities, which should include its 387-acre West Los Angeles campus. In
California, this model first was successfully used at the VA's Sepulveda Ambulatory
Care Center where 147 permanent supportive housing units for chronically homeless
veterans were developed under an enhanced-use lease in partnership with non-profit
organizations.

Enhanced-use leases (EULs) have been used at all VA facilities where permanent
supportive housing has been developed to date. However, Section 224 of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-161), which was enacted to
prohibit the VA from using EUL authority for commercial development on land at its
West Los Angeles Medical Center, also prohibits the VA from using such authority to
develop supportive housing there.
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This year, the VA has requested legislation to amend Section 224 to authorize it to enter
into enhanced-use leases at its West Los Angeles Medical Center for the purpose of
providing supportive housing.

The Los_Angeles County Board of Supervisors strongly urges your support for the
enactment of such leqgislation and the appropriation of funding to construct permanent
supportive housing and transitional bridge housing on the VA's West Los Angeles
campus that the VA needs to meet its obligations under the Valentini v. McDonald
settlement _agreement. The construction of such housing is critical to achieve the
national goal of ending homelessness among veterans — a goal that cannot be met
without seriously addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County.

We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that our nation’s veterans receive the
housing and supportive services that they need and deserve without any further delay.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable Alan Lowenthal
U.S. House of Representatives
108 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Lowenthal:

We are writing to request your support for legislation which would enable the
construction of permanent supportive housing at the Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) West Los Angeles Medical Center.

The construction of such housing is urgently needed to end homelessness among
veterans in Los Angeles County, which has the most homeless veterans of any local
jurisdiction in the nation. In January 2014, the County had 4,238 homeless veterans --
far more than the 1,645 homeless veterans in New York City, which ranked second.
The County also had 2,771 (15.5 percent) of the nation’'s 17,885 “unsheltered
homeless” veterans, who are defined as veterans who live in places not meant for
human habitation, such as streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

Under the VA's plan for addressing the needs of homeless veterans pursuant to the
Valentini v. McDonald settlement agreement reached in January 2015, the VA will utilize
a Housing First model at its West Los Angeles Medical Center. The County supports
the use of a Housing First model in which veterans are provided permanent supportive
housing, complemented by health, mental health, and other supportive services, at VA
health facilities, which should include its 387-acre West Los Angeles campus. In
California, this model first was successfully used at the VA's Sepulveda Ambulatory
Care Center where 147 permanent supportive housing units for chronically homeless
veterans were developed under an enhanced-use lease in partnership with non-profit
organizations.

Enhanced-use leases (EULs) have been used at all VA facilities where permanent
supportive housing has been developed to date. However, Section 224 of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-161), which was enacted to
prohibit the VA from using EUL authority for commercial development on land at its
West Los Angeles Medical Center, also prohibits the VA from using such authority to
develop supportive housing there.
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This year, the VA has requested legislation to amend Section 224 to authorize it to enter
into enhanced-use leases at its West Los Angeles Medical Center for the purpose of
providing supportive housing.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors strongly urges your support for the
enactment of such leqislation and the appropriation of funding to construct permanent
supportive housing and transitional bridge housing on the VA’'s West Los Angeles
campus that the VA needs to meet its obligations under the Valentini v. McDonald
settlement agreement. The construction of such housing is critical to achieve the
national goal of ending homelessness among veterans — a goal that cannot be met
without seriously addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County.

We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that our nation’s veterans receive the
housing and supportive services that they need and deserve without any further delay.

}  Sincerely,
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The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
U.S. House of Representatives
2421 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Majority Leader McCarthy:

We are writing to request your support for legislation which would enable the
construction of permanent supportive housing at the Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) West Los Angeles Medical Center.

The construction of such housing is urgently needed to end homelessness among
veterans in Los Angeles County, which has the most homeless veterans of any local
jurisdiction in the nation. In January 2014, the County had 4,238 homeless veterans --
far more than the 1,645 homeless veterans in New York City, which ranked second.
The County also had 2,771 (15.5 percent) of the nation's 17,885 “unsheltered
homeless” veterans, who are defined as veterans who live in places not meant for
human habitation, such as streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

Under the VA’s plan for addressing the needs of homeless veterans pursuant to the
Valentini v. McDonald settlement agreement reached in January 2015, the VA will utilize
a Housing First model at its West Los Angeles Medical Center. The County supports
the use of a Housing First model in which veterans are provided permanent supportive
housing, complemented by health, mental health, and other supportive services, at VA
health facilities, which should include its 387-acre West Los Angeles campus. In
California, this model first was successfully used at the VA's Sepulveda Ambulatory
Care Center where 147 permanent supportive housing units for chronically homeless
veterans were developed under an enhanced-use lease in partnership with non-profit
organizations.

Enhanced-use leases (EULs) have been used at all VA facilities where permanent
supportive housing has been developed to date. However, Section 224 of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-161), which was enacted to
prohibit the VA from using EUL authority for commercial development on land at its
West Los Angeles Medical Center, also prohibits the VA from using such authority to
develop supportive housing there.
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This year, the VA has requested legislation to amend Section 224 to authorize it to enter
into enhanced-use leases at its West Los Angeles Medical Center for the purpose of
providing supportive housing.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors strongly urges your support for the
enactment of such leqgislation and the appropriation of funding to construct permanent
supportive _housing and_transitional bridge housing on the VA's West Los Angeles
campus that the VA needs to meet its obligations under the Valentini v. McDonald
settlement _agreement. The construction of such housing is critical to achieve the
national goal of ending homelessness among veterans — a goal that cannot be met
without seriously addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County.

We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that our nation's veterans receive the
housing and supportive services that they need and deserve without any further delay.

Sincerely,

| {4 | i'f (1 L.“)‘:’ g )
J!. b IJ,: Iu' \ — h
MICHAEL D. ANTONOVICH
Mayor of the Board
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The Honorable Grace F. Napolitano
U.S. House of Representatives

1610 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Napolitano:

We are writing to request your support for legislation which would enable the
construction of permanent supportive housing at the Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) West Los Angeles Medical Center.

The construction of such housing is urgently needed to end homelessness among
veterans in Los Angeles County, which has the most homeless veterans of any local
jurisdiction in the nation. In January 2014, the County had 4,238 homeless veterans --
far more than the 1,645 homeless veterans in New York City, which ranked second.
The County also had 2,771 (15.5 percent) of the nation’s 17,885 “unsheltered
homeless” veterans, who are defined as veterans who live in places not meant for
human habitation, such as streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

Under the VA's plan for addressing the needs of homeless veterans pursuant to the
Valentini v. McDonald settlement agreement reached in January 2015, the VA will utilize
a Housing First model at its West Los Angeles Medical Center. The County supports
the use of a Housing First model in which veterans are provided permanent supportive
housing, complemented by health, mental health, and other supportive services, at VA
health facilities, which should include its 387-acre West Los Angeles campus. In
California, this model first was successfully used at the VA's Sepulveda Ambulatory
Care Center where 147 permanent supportive housing units for chronically homeless
veterans were developed under an enhanced-use lease in partnership with non-profit
organizations.

Enhanced-use leases (EULs) have been used at all VA facilities where permanent
supportive housing has been developed to date. However, Section 224 of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-161), which was enacted to
prohibit the VA from using EUL authority for commercial development on land at its
West Los Angeles Medical Center, also prohibits the VA from using such authority to
develop supportive housing there.
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This year, the VA has requested legislation to amend Section 224 to authorize it to enter
into enhanced-use leases at its West Los Angeles Medical Center for the purpose of
providing supportive housing.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors strongly urges your support for the
enactment of such legislation and the appropriation of funding to construct permanent
supportive _housing and transitional bridge housing on the VA's West Los Angeles
campus_that the VA needs to meet its obligations under the Valentini v. McDonald
settlement agreement. The construction of such housing is critical to achieve the
national goal of ending homelessness among veterans — a goal that cannot be met
without seriously addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County.

We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that our nation’s veterans receive the
housing and supportive services that they need and deserve without any further delay.

§|ncerely,
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The Honorable Lucille Roybal-Allard
U.S. House of Representatives
2330 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Roybal-Allard:

We are writing to request your support for legislation which would enable the
construction of permanent supportive housing at the Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) West Los Angeles Medical Center.

The construction of such housing is urgently needed to end homelessness among
veterans in Los Angeles County, which has the most homeless veterans of any local
jurisdiction in the nation. In January 2014, the County had 4,238 homeless veterans --
far more than the 1,645 homeless veterans in New York City, which ranked second.
The County also had 2,771 (15.5 percent) of the nation's 17,885 “unsheltered
homeless” veterans, who are defined as veterans who live in places not meant for
human habitation, such as streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

Under the VA’s plan for addressing the needs of homeless veterans pursuant to the
Valentini v. McDonald settlement agreement reached in January 2015, the VA will utilize
a Housing First model at its West Los Angeles Medical Center. The County supports
the use of a Housing First model in which veterans are provided permanent supportive
housing, complemented by health, mental health, and other supportive services, at VA
health facilities, which should include its 387-acre West Los Angeles campus. In
California, this model first was successfully used at the VA's Sepulveda Ambulatory
Care Center where 147 permanent supportive housing units for chronically homeless
veterans were developed under an enhanced-use lease in partnership with non-profit
organizations.

Enhanced-use leases (EULs) have been used at all VA facilities where permanent
supportive housing has been developed to date. However, Section 224 of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-161), which was enacted to
prohibit the VA from using EUL authority for commercial development on land at its
West Los Angeles Medical Center, also prohibits the VA from using such authority to
develop supportive housing there.
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This year, the VA has requested legislation to amend Section 224 to authorize it to enter
into enhanced-use leases at its West Los Angeles Medical Center for the purpose of
providing supportive housing.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors strongly urges your support for the
enactment of such legislation and the appropriation of funding to construct permanent
supportive housing and transitional bridge housing on the VA's West Los Angeles
campus that the VA needs to meet its obligations under the Valentini v. McDonald
settlement agreement. The construction of such housing is critical to achieve the
national goal of ending homelessness among veterans — a goal that cannot be met
without seriously addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County.

We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that our nation’s veterans receive the
housing and supportive services that they need and deserve without any further delay.

s Sincerely,
I\ e

MICHAEL D. ANTONOVICH
Mayor of the Board
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The Honorable Ed Royce

U.S. House of Representatives
2310 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Royce:

We are writing to request your support for legislation which would enable the
construction of permanent supportive housing at the Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) West Los Angeles Medical Center.

The construction of such housing is urgently needed to end homelessness among
veterans in Los Angeles County, which has the most homeless veterans of any local
jurisdiction in the nation. In January 2014, the County had 4,238 homeless veterans --
far more than the 1,645 homeless veterans in New York City, which ranked second.
The County also had 2,771 (15.5 percent) of the nation’s 17,885 “unsheltered
homeless” veterans, who are defined as veterans who live in places not meant for
human habitation, such as streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

Under the VA's plan for addressing the needs of homeless veterans pursuant to the
Valentini v. McDonald settlement agreement reached in January 2015, the VA will utilize
a Housing First model at its West Los Angeles Medical Center. The County supports
the use of a Housing First model in which veterans are provided permanent supportive
housing, complemented by health, mental health, and other supportive services, at VA
health facilities, which should include its 387-acre West Los Angeles campus. In
California, this model first was successfully used at the VA's Sepulveda Ambulatory
Care Center where 147 permanent supportive housing units for chronically homeless
veterans were developed under an enhanced-use lease in partnership with non-profit
organizations.

Enhanced-use leases (EULs) have been used at all VA facilities where permanent
supportive housing has been developed to date. However, Section 224 of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-161), which was enacted to
prohibit the VA from using EUL authority for commercial development on land at its
West Los Angeles Medical Center, also prohibits the VA from using such authority to
develop supportive housing there.
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This year, the VA has requested legislation to amend Section 224 to authorize it to enter
into enhanced-use leases at its West Los Angeles Medical Center for the purpose of
providing supportive housing.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors strongly urges your support for the
enactment of such leqgislation and the appropriation of funding to construct permanent
supportive housing and transitional bridge housing on the VA’s West Los Angeles
campus that the VA needs to meet its obligations under the Valentini v. McDonald
settlement agreement. The construction of such housing is critical to achieve the
national goal of ending homelessness among veterans — a goal that cannot be met
without seriously addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County.

We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that our nation’'s veterans receive the
housing and supportive services that they need and deserve without any further delay.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable Linda Sanchez

U.S. House of Representatives
2329 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Sanchez:

We are writing to request your support for legislation which would enable the
construction of permanent supportive housing at the Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) West Los Angeles Medical Center.

The construction of such housing is urgently needed to end homelessness among
veterans in Los Angeles County, which has the most homeless veterans of any local
jurisdiction in the nation. In January 2014, the County had 4,238 homeless veterans --
far more than the 1,645 homeless veterans in New York City, which ranked second.
The County also had 2,771 (15.5 percent) of the nation’s 17,885 “unsheltered
homeless” veterans, who are defined as veterans who live in places not meant for
human habitation, such as streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

Under the VA's plan for addressing the needs of homeless veterans pursuant to the
Valentini v. McDonald settlement agreement reached in January 2015, the VA will utilize
a Housing First model at its West Los Angeles Medical Center. The County supports
the use of a Housing First model in which veterans are provided permanent supportive
housing, complemented by health, mental health, and other supportive services, at VA
health facilities, which should include its 387-acre West Los Angeles campus. In
California, this model first was successfully used at the VA's Sepulveda Ambulatory
Care Center where 147 permanent supportive housing units for chronically homeless
veterans were developed under an enhanced-use lease in partnership with non-profit
organizations.

Enhanced-use leases (EULs) have been used at all VA facilities where permanent
supportive housing has been developed to date. However, Section 224 of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-161), which was enacted to
prohibit the VA from using EUL authority for commercial development on land at its
West Los Angeles Medical Center, also prohibits the VA from using such authority to
develop supportive housing there.
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This year, the VA has requested legislation to amend Section 224 to authorize it to enter
into enhanced-use leases at its West Los Angeles Medical Center for the purpose of
providing supportive housing.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors strongly urges your support for the
enactment of such legislation and the appropriation of funding to construct permanent
supportive _housing and_transitional bridge housing on the VA's West Los Angeles
campus that the VA needs to _meet its obligations under the Valentini v. McDonald
settlement agreement. The construction of such housing is critical to achieve the
national goal of ending homelessness among veterans — a goal that cannot be met
without seriously addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County.

We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that our nation’s veterans receive the
housing and supportive services that they need and deserve without any further delay.

\ Fa Sincerely,
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Mayor of the Board
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The Honorable Adam Schiff

U.S. House of Representatives

2411 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Schiff:

We are writing to request your support for legislation which would enable the
construction of permanent supportive housing at the Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) West Los Angeles Medical Center.

The construction of such housing is urgently needed to end homelessness among
veterans in Los Angeles County, which has the most homeless veterans of any local
jurisdiction in the nation. In January 2014, the County had 4,238 homeless veterans --
far more than the 1,645 homeless veterans in New York City, which ranked second.
The County also had 2,771 (15.5 percent) of the nation's 17,885 “unsheltered
homeless” veterans, who are defined as veterans who live in places not meant for
human habitation, such as streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

Under the VA’s plan for addressing the needs of homeless veterans pursuant to the
Valentini v. McDonald settlement agreement reached in January 2015, the VA will utilize
a Housing First model at its West Los Angeles Medical Center. The County supports
the use of a Housing First model in which veterans are provided permanent supportive
housing, complemented by health, mental health, and other supportive services, at VA
health facilities, which should include its 387-acre West Los Angeles campus. In
California, this model first was successfully used at the VA's Sepulveda Ambulatory
Care Center where 147 permanent supportive housing units for chronically homeless
veterans were developed under an enhanced-use lease in partnership with non-profit
organizations.

Enhanced-use leases (EULs) have been used at all VA facilities where permanent
supportive housing has been developed to date. However, Section 224 of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-161), which was enacted to
prohibit the VA from using EUL authority for commercial development on land at its
West Los Angeles Medical Center, also prohibits the VA from using such authority to
develop supportive housing there.
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This year, the VA has requested legislation to amend Section 224 to authorize it to enter
into enhanced-use leases at its West Los Angeles Medical Center for the purpose of
providing supportive housing.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors strongly urges your support for the
enactment of such leqislation and the appropriation of funding to construct permanent
supportive housing and transitional bridge housing on the VA’'s West Los Angeles
campus that the VA needs to meet its obligations under the Valentini v. McDonald
settlement agreement. The construction of such housing is critical to achieve the
national goal of ending homelessness among veterans — a goal that cannot be met
without seriously addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County.

We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that our nation’s veterans receive the
housing and supportive services that they need and deserve without any further delay.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable Brad Sherman

U.S. House of Representatives
2242 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Sherman:

We are writing to request your support for legislation which would enable the
construction of permanent supportive housing at the Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) West Los Angeles Medical Center.

The construction of such housing is urgently needed to end homelessness among
veterans in Los Angeles County, which has the most homeless veterans of any local
jurisdiction in the nation. In January 2014, the County had 4,238 homeless veterans --
far more than the 1,645 homeless veterans in New York City, which ranked second.
The County also had 2,771 (15.5 percent) of the nation’s 17,885 “unsheltered
homeless” veterans, who are defined as veterans who live in places not meant for
human habitation, such as streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

Under the VA's plan for addressing the needs of homeless veterans pursuant to the
Valentini v. McDonald settlement agreement reached in January 2015, the VA will utilize
a Housing First model at its West Los Angeles Medical Center. The County supports
the use of a Housing First model in which veterans are provided permanent supportive
housing, complemented by health, mental health, and other supportive services, at VA
health facilities, which should include its 387-acre West Los Angeles campus. In
California, this model first was successfully used at the VA's Sepulveda Ambulatory
Care Center where 147 permanent supportive housing units for chronically homeless
veterans were developed under an enhanced-use lease in partnership with non-profit
organizations.

Enhanced-use leases (EULs) have been used at all VA facilities where permanent
supportive housing has been developed to date. However, Section 224 of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-161), which was enacted to
prohibit the VA from using EUL authority for commercial development on land at its
West Los Angeles Medical Center, also prohibits the VA from using such authority to
develop supportive housing there.
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This year, the VA has requested legislation to amend Section 224 to authorize it to enter
into enhanced-use leases at its West Los Angeles Medical Center for the purpose of
providing supportive housing.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors strongly urges vour support for the
enactment of such legislation and the appropriation of funding to construct permanent
supportive _housing and transitional bridge housing on the VA’'s West Los Angeles
campus that the VA needs to meet its obligations under the Valentini v. McDonald
settlement agreement. The construction of such housing is critical to achieve the
national goal of ending homelessness among veterans — a goal that cannot be met
without seriously addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County.

We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that our nation’s veterans receive the
housing and supportive services that they need and deserve without any further delay.

Sincerely,
\

Ml@HAEL D ANTONOVICH
Mayor of the Board
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The Honorable Norma Torres

U.S. House of Representatives
516 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Torres:

We are writing to request your support for legislation which would enable the
construction of permanent supportive housing at the Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) West Los Angeles Medical Center.

The construction of such housing is urgently needed to end homelessness among
veterans in Los Angeles County, which has the most homeless veterans of any local
jurisdiction in the nation. In January 2014, the County had 4,238 homeless veterans --
far more than the 1,645 homeless veterans in New York City, which ranked second.
The County also had 2,771 (15.5 percent) of the nation’'s 17,885 “unsheltered
homeless” veterans, who are defined as veterans who live in places not meant for
human habitation, such as streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

Under the VA's plan for addressing the needs of homeless veterans pursuant to the
Valentini v. McDonald settlement agreement reached in January 2015, the VA will utilize
a Housing First model at its West Los Angeles Medical Center. The County supports
the use of a Housing First model in which veterans are provided permanent supportive
housing, complemented by health, mental health, and other supportive services, at VA
health facilities, which should include its 387-acre West Los Angeles campus. In
California, this model first was successfully used at the VA's Sepulveda Ambulatory
Care Center where 147 permanent supportive housing units for chronically homeless
veterans were developed under an enhanced-use lease in partnership with non-profit
organizations.

Enhanced-use leases (EULs) have been used at all VA facilities where permanent
supportive housing has been developed to date. However, Section 224 of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-161), which was enacted to
prohibit the VA from using EUL authority for commercial development on land at its
West Los Angeles Medical Center, also prohibits the VA from using such authority to
develop supportive housing there.
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This year, the VA has requested legislation to amend Section 224 to authorize it to enter
into enhanced-use leases at its West Los Angeles Medical Center for the purpose of
providing supportive housing.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors strongly urges your support for the
enactment of such legislation and the appropriation of funding to construct permanent
supportive housing and transitional bridge housing on the VA’'s West Los Angeles
campus that the VA needs to meet its obligations under the Valentini v. McDonald
settlement agreement. The construction of such housing is critical to achieve the
national goal of ending homelessness among veterans — a goal that cannot be met
without seriously addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County.

We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that our nation’s veterans receive the
housing and supportive services that they need and deserve without any further delay.

Sincerely,
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MICHAEL D. ANTGNOVICH
Mayor of the Board
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The Honorable Maxine Waters

U.S. House of Representatives

2221 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Waters:

We are writing to request your support for legislation which would enable the
construction of permanent supportive housing at the Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) West Los Angeles Medical Center.

The construction of such housing is urgently needed to end homelessness among
veterans in Los Angeles County, which has the most homeless veterans of any local
jurisdiction in the nation. In January 2014, the County had 4,238 homeless veterans --
far more than the 1,645 homeless veterans in New York City, which ranked second.
The County also had 2,771 (15.5 percent) of the nation's 17,885 “unsheltered
homeless” veterans, who are defined as veterans who live in places not meant for
human habitation, such as streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

Under the VA's plan for addressing the needs of homeless veterans pursuant to the
Valentini v. McDonald settlement agreement reached in January 2015, the VA will utilize
a Housing First model at its West Los Angeles Medical Center. The County supports
the use of a Housing First model in which veterans are provided permanent supportive
housing, complemented by health, mental health, and other supportive services, at VA
health facilities, which should include its 387-acre West Los Angeles campus. In
California, this model first was successfully used at the VA's Sepulveda Ambulatory
Care Center where 147 permanent supportive housing units for chronically homeless
veterans were developed under an enhanced-use lease in partnership with non-profit
organizations.

Enhanced-use leases (EULs) have been used at all VA facilities where permanent
supportive housing has been developed to date. However, Section 224 of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-161), which was enacted to
prohibit the VA from using EUL authority for commercial development on land at its
West Los Angeles Medical Center, also prohibits the VA from using such authority to
develop supportive housing there.
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This year, the VA has requested legislation to amend Section 224 to authorize it to enter
into enhanced-use leases at its West Los Angeles Medical Center for the purpose of
providing supportive housing.

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors strongly urges your support for the
enactment of such leqgislation and the appropriation of funding to construct permanent
supportive_housing and transitional bridge housing on the VA’'s West Los Angeles
campus that the VA needs to meet its obligations under the Valentini v. McDonald
settlement agreement. The construction of such housing is critical to achieve the
national goal of ending homelessness among veterans — a goal that cannot be met
without seriously addressing homelessness in Los Angeles County.

We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that our nation’s veterans receive the
housing and supportive services that they need and deserve without any further delay.

Sincerely,
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